Ohio Water Development Authority
Research and Development Grant Program
Grant Policy, Application Procedures, and Program Rules
Grant Policy

The Ohio Water Development Authority (Authority) has the authority under Sections 6121.04 (O) and 6123.04 (L) of the Ohio Revised Code to engage in research and development with respect to wastewater and water management facilities, solid waste facilities, and energy resource development facilities.

Among the responsibilities given the Authority under the legislative policy statement in Sections 6121.03 and 6123.03 of the Ohio Revised Code are:

To preserve, protect, upgrade, conserve, develop, utilize, and manage water resources of the state;

 
To prevent or abate the pollution of water resources;


To promote the beneficial use of waters of the state for the protection and preservation of the public health, safety, convenience, and welfare;

  
To dispose of solid waste; and

To create or preserve jobs and employment opportunities or improve the economic welfare of the people of the state.

Pursuant to these statutory powers and responsibilities and its authority under sections 6121.04 and 6123.04 of the Ohio Revised Code, it is the policy of the Authority to award grants for qualifying research and development projects according to the following guidelines:

1. The Authority may award a grant only to a local government agency, a state

agency, or institution of  higher education to perform the research or development project.

2. Research or development projects for which grants are awarded must be of such a nature that the benefits to be derived there from fulfill a general need in Ohio, in fulfillment of one or more of the above-named responsibilities of the Authority.

3. Grant awards will be made only pursuant to a recommendation by the director of a department of state government, and only to the extent the Authority has funds therefore as determined by the Authority.  If the project is funded, the recommending agency will be responsible for oversight of the project.

4. Priority will be given to projects that have statewide environmental and/or natural resources application.

5. A local cash or in-kind services match is required.  Any match should be included as part of the application proposal.

6. Grantees will be required to submit a final report in a format specified by the Authority or the recommending agency describing how the benefits received from the research or development fulfill a general need in Ohio. NOTE: A sum equal to 10% of the grant amount will be withheld by the Authority until the final report has been accepted by the Authority.
7. At the end of this package are three pages that contain the Authority’s program rules that are appropriate to the Research and Development Grant program.  

Application Procedures
All grant applications and requests for information should be addressed to:


Mr. Ken J. Heigel, P.E.

Chief Engineer


Ohio Water Development Authority


480 South High Street

Columbus, Ohio 43215
kheigel@owda.org
614-466-0257

When support from multiple sources is involved, the budget should clearly demonstrate how grant funds from OWDA will be utilized, and over what time frame.  A schedule for proposed reimbursements should also be included.

Six copies of the application should be submitted for review by June1st. An electronic file of the grant application should also be submitted or e-mailed to kheigel@owda.org.  After review by the state agencies with interest in the proposed work, the Authority’s Research & Development Committee will hold two public meetings.  The Committee will review the applications at a public meeting in August.  The Committee will make grant recommendations at a public meeting in September.  The Board will act on the committee’s recommendations at the October Board meeting.  

Applicants submitting proposals that are clearly out of the scope of the Authority’s priorities and guidelines will be notified of this determination.

Program Rules
> 6121-2-02 ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAM FUNDS OF THE AUTHORITY

From time to time, the governing body of the Authority may establish one or more funds for the purpose of making loans or grants, or both, to governmental agencies or persons, or any combination of agencies or persons, for the acquisition or construction, or for planning the acquisition or construction, or for the conduct, of projects pursuant to Chapters 6121 or 6123 of the Revised Code, or both. With respect to each such fund, the governing body shall establish a separate program of the Authority by complying with the requirements of this rule. Prior to making any loans or grants from any program fund, the governing body shall approve all of the following:

(A) 
A set of applicant eligibility criteria to be used as non-binding guidelines for approving loans or grants from the fund;

(B) 
One or more standard form agreements to be used as non-binding guidelines for negotiating and executing loan or grant participation agreements between the Authority and program fund applicants;

(C) 
For the purpose of loans from the fund, one or more standard formulae or methods to be used as non-binding guidelines in determining interest rates, if any, to be charged to borrowers from the fund under participation agreements executed between the Authority and applicants;

(D) 
Any other non-binding guidelines that the governing body approves for use in implementing the program.

CREDIT(S)

HISTORY:  1999-2000 OMR 1682 (E), eff. 4-27-00; 1999-2000 OMR 1070 (R), eff. 1- 6-00; 1977-78 OMR 3-1254 (E), eff. 6-18-78 

· RC 119.032 rule review date(s): 4-27-05

> 6121-2-03 APPROVAL OF LOANS OR GRANTS

(A) 
From monies of the Authority, or under the control of the Authority, that, by the governing body or by law, have been allocated to a program fund established pursuant to > rule 6121-2-02 of the Administrative Code, the governing body may approve a loan or grant to an applicant if all of the following apply:

(1) 
The applicant has supplied to the executive director of the Authority, in such form and manner as he prescribes, all information needed to determine each of the following:

(a) 
That the project to be funded by the loan or grant is one that may be lawfully financed by the Authority pursuant to Chapters 6121 or 6123 of the Revised Code;

(b) 
That the applicant may lawfully acquire or construct, or plan for the acquisition or construction of, or conduct, the project;

(c) 
That the applicant has the ability to comply with all the terms and conditions of the participation agreement executed between the Authority and the applicant;

(2) 
The applicant has signed and submitted to the executive director of the Authority a participation agreement containing terms and conditions satisfactory to the governing body of the Authority.
(B) 
Upon approval of the loan or grant by the governing body, the executive director shall sign and otherwise complete the execution of the participation agreement on behalf of the Authority.

CREDIT(S)

> 6121-2-04 PARTICIPATION AGREEMENTS

 In approving standard form loan participation agreements pursuant to > rule 6121-2-02 of the Administrative Code, the governing body of the Authority shall determine the manner in which each form agreement addresses all of the following:
(A) 
The contract term, which, generally, will be no less than five years, nor more than

twenty-five years, for a construction project and no more than five years for a planning project;
 (B) 
The project costs to be paid by the Authority and the method by which they will be paid;

(C) 
The interest rate, if any, to be applied to the agreement, which, generally, will be based upon the standard method, formula, or formulae for the program approved by the governing body pursuant to > rule 6121-2-02 of the Administrative Code;
(D) 
The participation charges, if any, to be paid by the borrower, including the commencement date and regular interval dates upon which such payments will be due;
(E) 
The rights of the Authority to inspect records, accounts, and other data of the borrower pertaining to the project and to inspect the facilities acquired or constructed, or in the process of being acquired or constructed, pursuant to the loan agreement;
(F) 
The rights, remedies, and obligations of the Authority and the borrower in case of default, breach, or termination of the agreement before the end of the contract term;
(G) 
Any other types of terms or conditions that the governing body considers appropriate for inclusion in standard form agreements for the program.

CREDIT(S)

HISTORY:  1999-2000 OMR 1683 (E), eff. 4-27-00; 1999-2000 OMR 1070 (R), eff. 1- 

6-00; 1977-78 OMR 3-1255 (E), eff. 6-18-78 

> 6121-2-05 MAINTENANCE OF TAX EXEMPT STATUS OF BONDS AND NOTES
 The governing body of the Authority shall not approve a loan if the loan, in the opinion of the Authority's counsel, would jeopardize the tax-exempt status of bonds or notes issued by the Authority.

CREDIT(S)

> 6121-2-11 RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT GRANTS

(A) 
In awarding grants for purposes of research and development, the governing body of the Authority shall give priority to:

(1) 
Projects that would fulfill a general need in Ohio for research or development concerning "waste water facilities" or "water management facilities" as defined in > section 6121.01 of the Revised Code, "solid waste facilities" as defined in > section 6123.01 of the Revised Code, or "energy resource development facilties [sic]" as defined in  section 1551.01 of the Revised Code;

(2) 
Projects that have statewide environmental, natural resource, or development application;

(3) 
Applicants who would furnish a portion of the cost of the project either by direct funding or by allocation of staff, equipment, or material resources;

(4) 
Applicants that are governmental agencies, other than departments, divisions, or other similar units of state government or the federal government.
(B) 
The governing body of the Authority shall not approve a research and development grant unless both of the following apply:

(1) 
The director of a department of state government has agreed to provide primary oversight of the implementation of the project;

(2) 
The applicant agrees to submit to the Authority and the overseeing state agency a final report describing how the benefits derived from the project fulfill one or more general needs as specified in paragraph (A)(1) of this rule.

CREDIT(S)

HISTORY:  1999-2000 OMR 1683 (E), eff. 4-27-00 

> RC 119.032 rule review date(s): 4-27-05

Revised May 2005

Page 1 of 5

